
 

10/2016 Getting Great Adoptable Dog Photos Page 1 of 2 

 

Getting Great Adoptable Dog Photos 

This is an excerpt of a post originally published on the Petfinder.com blog 

By Melissa McDaniel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Good photos can help pets get adopted faster and can also attract more potential adopters to the 

rescue.  

Here are some tips on helping adoptable dogs shine in their photo sessions. 

1. Don’t use a flash. The flash on your camera is what’s causing your dogs’ eyes to glow 

blue or white. Instead, photograph your dog outside or in a room with a large window and 

lots of natural light. Make sure the source of the light (the sun or a window) is behind you 

and is shining on your subject. 

2. Be aware of the background. You want the viewer to focus on the dog, so before you 

photograph him, look around. Is the background full of clutter (chairs, desks, boxes, cars 

in the parking lot)? If it is, move your dog to a location where the background is less 

busy, such as in the grass in front of green bushes, or in front of a solid-colored wall. 

Brightly colored doors or walls make nice backdrops since they can add great color to 

your image. 

3. Focus on the eyes. The dog’s eyes should be sharp. Focus your camera on his eyes, then 

move your camera to reframe the shot and shoot. 

4. Get the dog to look at the camera. A dog’s eyes are what tug at the potential adopter’s 

heartstrings! Call the dog’s name, have someone standing behind you squeak a toy, or get 

the dog to notice a treat in your hand, then bring the treat up to the camera before you 

take the picture. 

5. Get down to their level. Don’t stand up and look down at the dog to shoot your picture. 

Instead, kneel, sit, or even lie down to be at the dog’s eye level and then take the photo. 

https://www.petfinder.com/blog/
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6. Fill the frame with the dog. Taking a photo from far away will cause the dog to get lost 

in the image. Instead, get in close. 

7. Get a range of shots, and don’t forget to show off the dog’s personality. The potential 

adopter is going to want to see a close-up (with the dog looking at the camera) and a full-

body shot; try also to get a shot that shows off the dog’s personality. Is he athletic, a 

couch potato, a love bug? Try to get images that capture these qualities. Include a toy in 

the image or show the dog doing tricks, using agility equipment, cuddling next to people 

or getting a belly rub. 

8. Show people. People enhance images in a number of ways. They show how well the dog 

interacts with humans and make him seem more like a family pet, they provide scale so 

the viewer can gauge the size of the dog, and they help show off what the dog loves to do 

(cuddle, get belly rubs, go for walks, play fetch, etc.). 

9. Use a high shutter speed (or sports mode) to freeze action shots. To prevent the dog 

from looking like a blur in action shots, set the camera on sports mode. This will tell the 

camera to use a high shutter speed and will help freeze the action. You are also going to 

want to have lots of light for action shots. 

10. Use really good treats. Some dogs will work for anything. Others need “top-quality” 

treats like cheese or bits of chicken. Use treats throughout the session to get the dog’s at-

tention and to reward him for behaving during the shoot. For dogs who aren’t food-

motivated, try rewarding with toys or attention. 

Melissa McDaniel is a Philadelphia-based animal portrait photographer and founder of the 

Photo Book Projects. Her book, Deaf Dogs, includes portraits of more than 75 deaf dogs from 

around the country and is available for purchase at her Web site. 
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